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working, the political leaders should look to the establish-
ment of such constitutional usages as will obviate the
necessity of enforcing the various safeguards and reserved
powers under normal conditions. It is regrettable that so
much emphasis has been laid upon the provisions for safe-
guards in the Constitution. They arose from distrust and
scepticism of each other's motives ; but, if all the parties
concerned in the welfare of India genuinely cherish the
ideal of partnership and are able to invest their powers
and responsibilities with the dignity of grace, if the political
realities are faced with the spirit of co-operation and not
with the cult of economic Imperialism, and above all, if the
differences between Government and people do not churn
up passion, racial hatred and senseless assertion of physical
strength—then all these formidable safeguards will not
appear to be incompatible with the measure of self-govern-
ment granted to India. We should be prepared to admit
that most of the safeguards are, to quote the words of Sir
Tej Bahadur Sapru, " as much due to our want of faith
in ourselves as to British want of faith in our capacity to
govern ourselves/' The growth of political parties, the
spread of education, the extensive use of the vernacular
press in order to enable the electorate to follow the pro-
ceedings of the Legislatures, and the creation of public
opinion in regard to the basic problems would effectively
safeguard the Indian Legislatures against unjustifiable
intrusion. After all, the whole purpose of the Constitution
may be frustrated if the dictatorial powers of the Governor-
General and the Governors are frequently applied in defiance
of Ministers and Legislatures.
As regards the stability of a responsible form of govern-
ment, Indian leaders must now devote their attention to
the development of local self-government. Their task is
to remove deficiencies that have so far retarded the progress
of local bodies wherein lies the foundation of corporate life
among the various classes of the population. To ignore
this foundation is to under-estimate the psychology of the

